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A Bit of History….  
“Let not even a drop of rain water go to the sea without benefiting man". 
Parakrama Bahu The Great, 1153–1186 AD 

 

He either built or restored  

– 163 major tanks (reservoirs) 

– 2,617 minor tanks 

– 3,910 irrigation channels 

– 328 stone sluices and 168 sluice blocks, besides repairing 1,969 breaches in 
embankments.  

– His greatest creation the Parakrama Samudraya (Sea of Parakrama). With an area of 

30 km² and an enclosing embankment 14 kilometres long, it irrigated nearly 
100 km². 
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• Small scale village reservoirs and cascade system 
In the beginning there were small scale village reservoirs with a simple channel system. 
The ancient tank builders took advantage of the nature of the terrain to make strings of 
tanks in the valleys called the small tank cascade system. 
Today Sri Lanka has about 10,000 village tanks irrigating the villages. 

 

• Large scale reservoirs and the invention of sluice 
The ingenuity of the Sinhala irrigation engineers is best exemplified by the invention 
made by the Sinhala irrigation engineers more than 2200 years ago 
of a sluice called “biso kotuwa” 

 

• Large reservoirs and Earthen dams 

 

• Large reservoirs and Canals 
Long canals with exceedingly low gradient, such as 87 km long Jaya Ganga, with a 
gradient of less than 10cm per kilometers within its first 27 km, it continued to behave as 
a natural stream. 
 
 
 
 



HNB’s Financing for Irrigation 

The Bank has extended credit facilities for irrigation activities, 
targeting to small holder farming community such as,  

 

• Drip irrigation 

 

• Sprinkler system 

 

• Agro wells / water pumps 

 

• Solar panels (to drive water pumps) 

 



Drip Irrigation 

To facilitate long term & medium term agriculture activities (Papaya , 
orange, passion-fruit, grapes, coconut plantation etc) 

 

http://www.google.lk/imgres?q=drip+irrigation+sri+lanka&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1366&bih=557&tbm=isch&tbnid=yrq9-zYZat8qhM:&imgrefurl=http://brhectorsgeoworld.blogspot.com/2009/05/agriculture-in-india-1.html&docid=jc3HecGC7XRnQM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_zwaRuUhzrcM/SgwpWG2Pg8I/AAAAAAAABhQ/yZ5ARm2XLQ8/s400/Picture3.jpg&w=400&h=307&ei=_9FZT52hG4isrAevlMiEDA&zoom=1
http://www.google.lk/imgres?q=drip+irrigation+sri+lanka+for+banana+plantation&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=557&tbm=isch&tbnid=03ppinc-99M7HM:&imgrefurl=http://www.inmagine.com/stockconnection-056/ptg01596138-photo&docid=5JwU_RQUQd6kqM&imgurl=http://images.inmagine.com/img/iris/stockconnection-056/ptg01596138.jpg&w=396&h=263&ei=PtNZT9CnOorprQe1xemvBQ&zoom=1


Sprinkler System 

Mainly use for short-term cultivation / plantation activities 
(Vegetables, flower  plantation, short-term  fruits) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 Solar panels (to drive water pumps)   

Uses with irrigation systems for gardens, allotments, greenhouses and polytunnles. When the sun is shining 
you need more water and so the solar power is there for the pump.   

Agro wells / water pumps  
To support agri activities during both seasons and majority of them depending on rain water.  

http://www.google.lk/imgres?q=drip+irrigation+sri+lanka&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1366&bih=557&tbm=isch&tbnid=JdoFpNeIAyP11M:&imgrefurl=http://www.mimrd.gov.lk/pages.php?page=55&docid=tlD73ecC_AdXiM&imgurl=http://mimrd.gov.lk/user_files/32(1).jpg&w=437&h=296&ei=i9JZT5rZHcrorQfCpqGIDA&zoom=1
http://www.google.lk/imgres?q=e+b+creasy+&+company+plc&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=557&tbm=isch&tbnid=Xv06Vdc4MKKCMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chempro.org/2008/10/solar-power-solutions-in-sri-lanka-from.html&docid=DbVKyb7EGKPgGM&imgurl=http://lh5.ggpht.com/chem.eng.lk/SOjapOXkuTI/AAAAAAAAAc8/cIdkHPMVIfE/solar[2].jpg&w=400&h=331&ei=RtVZT9dPzOKsB5q88YwM&zoom=1
http://www.google.lk/imgres?q=e+b+creasy+&+company+plc&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=557&tbm=isch&tbnid=Ta5HQwxDN2kwxM:&imgrefurl=http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/wU-o8COchlE-AEjIKxudHw&docid=fL0lLllqeXN4iM&itg=1&imgurl=http://lh3.ggpht.com/-lYqe-KBo78k/SSeynFxv-GI/AAAAAAAABDQ/1thCVs28i0o/DSCF0677.JPG&w=1600&h=1200&ei=RtVZT9dPzOKsB5q88YwM&zoom=1


Features of Irrigation Finance 

• Average loan quantum – US $ 1,000 – 10,000 

 

• Tenure – 3 to 5 years 

 

• Sector covered – Commercial agro producers in the dry zone regions and 
the central hill region 


