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Brief history

Founded in 2004, the RFILC is the result of the "Improving Capacity 

Building in Rural Finance" (CABFIN) project, a collaboration effort from 

partners like IFAD, FAO, GIZ/BMZ, UNCDF and the World Bank. This 

project aims to jointly facilitate knowledge dissemination, capacity 

development and dialogue among relevant public and private stakeholders 

working to increase the availability of a wide range of financial services 

adapted to the needs of rural livelihoods.

The RFILC has grown to become one of the largest information gateways 

specialized in rural finance and agricultural investment topics. It has over 

3,500 documents in three languages with their abstracts in the library, 

including policy research and on-line and ready-to-use training materials 

produced by leading organizations worldwide. In addition, the RFILC 

disseminates current events, news highlights and multimedia to over 5,000 

registered members from 150 countries.



The RFILC editorial focus:

bridging professional networks
Public and private

partners and stakeholders

Country interventions

Policy research and

capacity development

Individual KM efforts

CABFIN

KM efforts



The RFILC Library



The Library section > Business support 

services



Most popular library sub-sections during 

the past quarter

Business support services:

> Agribusiness and enterprise support

> Contract farming good practices

> Savings groups

> Value chain development

Rural financial services:

> Financial cooperatives

> Islamic finance

> Remittances and payments

> Insurance

Policy advice:

> Agricultural finance innovation

> Banking for the poor

> Prudential regulation

> Gender mainstreaming

Investments:

> Equity investments in agribusiness

> Investment promotion

> Public-private partnerships

> Rural Invest program



The RFILC training section



The Training section > Guide for trainers



Example of recent training courses added
Introduction to key market assessment principles and tools that can help financial

institutions estimate the demand for specific agriculture finance products; and

identify different risk management and delivery strategies for such products

Introduction to practical tools and theories for agricultural loan

appraisal. The training includes hands-on training using Ag Loan

Analyzer.xls – A user-friendly excel-based software facilitating

agricultural loan appraisals based on cash-flow analysis

Shows strategies for agribusiness investment promotion that public sector

agencies, private sector actors, technical assistance providers, and others need to

respond to the agricultural investment gap and help rural investors capitalize on

expanding agricultural markets

In this course, the participants will learn to analyze the products

and their delivery mechanisms with the risk mitigation tools to

serve the actors of the entire ag value chain. It described

different business models, risk mitigating tools and the available

instruments for delivering agricultural financial services

http://www.ruralfinanceandinvestment.org/training/guides-for-trainers

http://www.ruralfinanceandinvestment.org/training/guides-for-trainers


The RFILC news and events sections



The RFILC news and events sections



Upcoming services and products

New discussion forum: Recently made fully operational, the RFILC 

discussion forum allows for registered members to share their ideas and 

work with the rest of the community, in addition to debating current issues.

Policy research: Results from a two-year field research project in Latin 

America, supported by the CABFIN partnership, will be published by FAO in 

October 2015, identifying innovations in risk management for the delivery of 

agricultural financial services for smallholder families and recommendations 

on how to up-scale them. This is part of a publication series that also 

covers the Africa and Asia regions.

E-learning courses: some of the flagship in-class training courses that 

have been widely tought throughout the world will be transformed into 

facilitated e-learning courses that will be offered several times a year. 

Courses will start being offered in April 2016 through partners like AFRACA, 

APRACA and ALIDE.



Conclusions
 Rural finance and agricultural investments have well known singularities 

resulting from high levels of interdependence among stakeholder in the 

agro-rural economy, which implies the need to consider aspects that go 

beyond the individual clients and include understanding of the industry 

and the policy enabling environment.

 The multidisciplinary needed has induced a relatively patchy professional 

network that does very important work related to service delivery know-

how, capacity development and policy research and interventions, 

partially covering different dimensions of the challenges from different 

perspectives. 

 The CABFIN partnership is an effort to consolidate this work, and the 

RFILC aims to facilitate access to those knowledge products generated 

worldwide for practitioners, policy makers, academics and donors. This 

aims to contribute to a consensus-building process that sets good 

practices to promote inclusive rural financial markets and agricultural 

investments with greater developmental impact.

 Become a member of the RFILC and try it for yourself!



Thank you for your attention!

www.ruralfinanceandinvestment.org


