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La n d use 85% forest (forest formation, floodplain forest)
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— Rivers and biodiversity
The Amazon basin has the largest freshwater system in the world,
discharging one fifth (20%) of the world's freshwater into the Atlantic.
Map of Colombia's Amazonian rivers
Rivers provide many ecological, economic, and p R

N v

cultural benefits to the communities that live
around them, as fish are the main source of protein
for local populations, and rivers are essential
for energy production, transportation, . 7k
and other ecosystem services.”? ‘é; ?

In Colombia, the main
tributaries of the
Amazon basin are the
Putumayo-Iica, Caqueta,
Guainia and
Vaupés rivers.:

Guainia river
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Vaupés river 1
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The Pirarucu (Arapa’ma Puturriayo river aqueta river
gigas) s an emblematic . 4”

fish of the Amazon

Amazonas river

The Amazon is home to and the basis of food

security for hundreds Putumayo-Ica river basin:*
of communities and of It has an area of 121,201 km?
economic importance . Itis 2,000 km long

for aquaculture.e « It has a flow rate of 8,760 m3/s

« 45% of its territory comprises indigenous

- h . inth i< high. with territories (153 communities and 60 reservations))
Fish consumption in the Amazon is high, wit C Herie G0 e p

—i commercial and subsistence fishing producing . .
, : « Covers 4 countries: Colombia, Ecuador,
almost 425 000 tons of fish each year.° Peru and Brazil.

of the world's
freshwater fish.’

Forest and biodiversity

The Amazon is home to the largest tropical forest in the world
and a great diversity of ecosystems

) The Jaguar (Panthera onca) is one of the most
Colombia emblematic species of the Amazon, culturally and
ha? . ecologically important, as its presence indicates
42.6 million .
var. bataua), and canangucha palm the good health of an ecosystem. However, it is
(Mauritia flexuosa). These fruits provide the forest in the threatened by the fragmentation of its habitat
communities with a livelihood and NETRE and hunting for illegal trafficking.”
a source of income.”

Forests are a source of Non-Timber Forest
Products (NTFPs), such as agai (Euterpe
oleracea), seje palm (Oenocarpus bataua

hectares of natural

The Amazon basin is one
of the most important carbon
reserves, with 123 billion tons of
carbon stored on its surface
and below ground.m?
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97 th d 95%
In 2022 he‘::::n == : of deforestation in
ﬁ were deforested R = the entire Amazon

of primary - . crs
; B ng is produced within 5,5 km

Land grabb
forest in the ancigraping of a road.”®

Colombian
Amazon.”®

Between 2012-2020, 139

The "deforestation arc" is concentrated in Y ! sanctioning processes
Causes of : have been opened against

the north)/vestern part of the Colombian Exlpansi:n ofd deforestation lllegal logging 59 oil companies for
Amazon, in the departments of Meta, unp/annec roa

infrastructure environmental violations.?®
Caquetd, Guaviare and Putumayo.
The arc mainly affects 4 protected areas: Tinigua In 2017, illegal land
National Natural Park, Sierra de Chiribiquete National grabbing for
Natural Park, Macarena National Park, Nukak National : ; R catrtelse rs::ig'lzgfov:as
Reserve, and 2 indigenous reserves: Yari-Yaguara Il "I'i;"»:- ér;;s Poor cpar:l:i::aer;ching Gpo % M-~
and Nukak Maku.'® 0 5

of deforestation
in the Colombian
Amazon.?

It is estimated that 80%of the gold
produced in Colombia is of illegal originz

The main departments with illegal mining activityz2.2
n the Colombian Amazon are Putumayo, Caquet3,
Amazonas, Guainia and Vaupés.

Alluvial mining has expanded especially in the Atabapo, Inirida, Apaporis,
Yari, Caquetd, Putumayo, Puré and Cotuhé rivers.

Alluvial gold mining is used as the main source of income by many
indigenous populations; however, this has created changes in the culture
of the indigenous reserve territories.

Forest Degradation Dynamics for the Amazon region
of Colombia for the period 2018-2020."

- Protected areas affected - Deforested areas

- Indigenous Territories

@ Puinawai Natural
Reserve

Protected areas

Poorly planned

1 infrastructure
hvd lectri @ Cuiari and Isana Rivers
ydroetectric development threatens Indigenous Reservation
. Z!ant I river connectivity,
indigenous . .
.g A T Impacting ecosystem
territories .
. services and the
(Microcentral R
Hidroeléctrica life Cy.de of . putumayo’ . Caguetd
Mit) aquatic species.® @ Cahuinari National

Natural Park

Amazonas

The use of mercury in mining generates the

poisoning of ecosystems and aquatic fauna. @ Rio Puré National

Natural Park

Through the trophic chain it is absorbed by
humans, generating impacts on the nervous and
cardiovascular systems.?’

@ Protected natural areas
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