
6% 
of the amazon 

territory1

44% 
of the country's 

surface3

The Colombian Amazon  
region is made up of    

10 
departments4

          6 Complete departments         
 4 departments with partial area

77% 
(270 thousand km2)*

Indigenous 
Territories1

32% 
(113 thousand km2 )*

Natural  
Protected Areas1
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62 
indigenous communities1

0,4%
of Colombia’s 

total population1

12% 
of the Amazon  

population1

3%
(1.5 million) of Colombians   
live in the Amazon region1

13%*
live in extreme  

poverty2

Caquetá

Amazonas

Guainía

Guaviare

Putumayo Vaupés

Meta

Vichada

Cauca

Nariño
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of the Colombian 
Amazon has 

Protected Areas 
(this includes Natural Areas and 

Indigenous Territories)1

69%

Land use

90% 
of the Amazon surface  

had natural 
vegetation in 2021.5

85% forest (forest formation, floodplain forest)

5%   
9%   agricultural use

0,4%     areas without vegetation (urban infrastructure)

1%     bodies of water (river, lake)

non-forest natural formation

 The Colombian Amazon  
Key facts

*There is an overlap between both areas,
so the total percentage does not give 100%

Colombian Amazon Basin 

* Percentage calculated based on the total number of 
municipalities (85) that make up the Amazon region.

http://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://en.sinchi.org.co/division-politico
https://amazonia.mapbiomas.org/en/infographics/


Rivers and biodiversity 
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Guainía river

Vaupés river

Putumayo river
Caquetá river

Amazonas river

Rivers provide many ecological, economic, and 
cultural benefits to the communities that live 

around them, as f ish are the main source of protein 
for local populations, and rivers are essential  

for energy production, transportation,  
and other ecosystem services.7,9

The Amazon is home to 

13% 

of the world's  
freshwater fish.7 

The Pirarucú (Arapaima 
gigas) s an emblematic 

fish of the Amazon 
and the basis of food 
security for hundreds 

of communities and of 
economic importance 

for aquaculture.10 

The Amazon basin is one  
of the most important carbon 

reserves, with 123 billion tons of 
carbon stored on its surface  

and below ground.11,12

Forests are a source of Non-Timber Forest 
Products (NTFPs), such as açai (Euterpe 
oleracea), seje palm (Oenocarpus bataua 

var. bataua), and canangucha palm 
(Mauritia flexuosa). These fruits provide the 

communities with a livelihood and  
a source of income.13

The Jaguar (Panthera onca) is one of the most 
emblematic species of the Amazon, culturally and 
ecologically important, as its presence indicates 
the good health of an ecosystem. However, it is 
threatened by the fragmentation of its habitat 

and hunting for illegal trafficking.7

Forest and biodiversity
The Amazon is home to the largest tropical forest in the world

and a great diversity of ecosystems 
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The Amazon basin has the largest freshwater system in the world,  
discharging one fifth (20%) of the world's freshwater into the Atlantic.6

Colombia 
has  

42.6 million  
hectares of natural 

forest in the 
Amazon.15

In Colombia, the main 
tributaries of the 

Amazon basin are the 
Putumayo-Iça, Caquetá, 

Guainía and  
Vaupés rivers.8

Putumayo-Içá river basin:14

•  It has an area of 121,201 km²
•  It is 2,000 km long
•  It has a flow rate of  8,760 m3/s
•  45% of its territory comprises indigenous  

 territories (153 communities and 60 reservations))
•  Home to 68 thousand people
•  Covers 4 countries: Colombia, Ecuador,  

 Peru and Brazil.

Fish consumption in the Amazon is high, with 
commercial and subsistence f ishing producing 
almost 425 000 tons of f ish each year.9 
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SUPPORTED BY

It is estimated that 80%of the gold 
produced in Colombia is of illegal origin22

LED BY

Puinawai Natural 
Reserve

Caquetá

Guainía

Putumayo
Vaupés

The "deforestation arc" is concentrated in 
the northwestern part of the Colombian 
Amazon, in the departments of Meta, 
Caquetá, Guaviare and Putumayo.
The arc mainly affects 4 protected areas: Tinigua 
National Natural Park, Sierra de Chiribiquete National 
Natural Park, Macarena National Park, Nukak National 
Reserve, and 2 indigenous reserves: Yari-Yaguara II  
and Nukak Maku.16

Forest Degradation Dynamics for the Amazon region  
of Colombia for the period 2018-2020.17 

In 2022 
were deforested

 97 thousand 
hectares 

of primary 
forest in the 
Colombian 
Amazon.16
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Poorly planned 
infrastructure 
development threatens 
river connectivity, 
impacting ecosystem 
services and the  
life cycle of  
aquatic species.26

The use of mercury in mining generates the 
poisoning of ecosystems and aquatic fauna. 
Through the trophic chain it is absorbed by 
humans, generating impacts on the nervous and 
cardiovascular systems.27

In 2017, illegal land  
grabbing for  

cattle ranching was  
responsible for 

 
of deforestation  

in the Colombian  
Amazon.21 

Illegal logging

Land grabbing

Illicit crops

Expansion of 
unplanned road 
infrastructure

1

Between 2012-2020, 139 
sanctioning processes 

have been opened against 
59 oil companies for 

environmental violations.28

Poor cattle ranching 
practices

Threats in the Amazon 
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Causes of 
deforestation18

95% 

of deforestation in  
the entire Amazon  

is produced within 5,5 km  
of a road.19 

hydroelectric  
plant in  

indigenous  
territories 20

(Microcentral  
Hidroeléctrica 

Mitú)

Protected areas affected Deforested areas

60%

Protected areas Indigenous Territories

The main departments with illegal mining activity23,24,25 
n the Colombian Amazon are Putumayo, Caquetá, 
Amazonas, Guainía and Vaupés. 

Alluvial mining has expanded especially in the Atabapo, Inírida, Apaporis, 
Yarí, Caquetá, Putumayo, Puré and Cotuhé rivers.  
Alluvial gold mining is used as the main source of income by many 
indigenous populations; however, this has created changes in the culture 
of the indigenous reserve territories. 

Indigenous Territories
Protected natural areas

Río Puré National  
Natural Park

Cahuinari National  
Natural Park

Cuiari and Isana Rivers 
Indigenous Reservation

Amazonas
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