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UZBEKISTAN –
culturally richest in Central Asia 

Home of more than 7,000 historical 
and cultural assets

 Samarqand
 Bukhara 
 Khiva
 Shakhrisabz 
 Kokand
 Tashkent
 Termez



SAMARKAND
over 2750 years

BUKHARA
over 2500 years



KHIVA
2500 years

SHAKHRISABZ
over 2700 years



Presidential Decree of 2 December, 2016 # 4861: 
Tourism sector through cultural heritage as 

strategic sector for economic development of the 

country

Tourism sector contributes 1.8% to GDP (2015) 
equivalent to USD 1.01 billion

During the first quarter of 2017, 8 programmes on 
tourism have been developed.

Priorities of the Government in 
Tourism

Cultural Tourism is the major product of the 
country, and 80% of tourism sector is based on it. 



Cabinet of Ministers

Ministry of Culture Ministry of  
Emergency Situations

Agency “Uzarchive” 
under the Cabinet of 

Ministers

Governmental Commission 
for the Coordination of Issues 
on the Protection and Use of 
Objects of Cultural Heritage

Research and Production 
Department for the 

Protection and Use of 
Cultural Heritage Objects

State Committee for 
Land Resources, 

Geodesy, Cartography 
and State Cadaster

State Committee for 
Tourism Development

Existing Institutional arrangement 



 “National revival” democratic political party –
preservation tangible and intangible cultural heritage

 Ecological movement of Uzbekistan represented in the 
Parliament (preservation of cultural landscape)

 Stakeholders involved in developing tourism 
management plans: 
– Local Administrations;
– Regional representatives of all relevant agencies;
– “Mahalla” – body of citizen’s gathering;
– Local entrepreneurs. 

Stakeholder consultation in 
tourism plan



State protection of cultural heritage sites is ensured by:
State accounting of historical and cultural heritage objects, and 
conducting the State cadastre of tangible cultural heritage objects;
The development of scientific and technical research of cultural 
heritage objects;
Carrying out historical and cultural expertise of cultural heritage 
objects;
Development of projects for protection zones for cultural heritage 
objects;
Establishment of the boundaries of the objects of town-planning 
activity, which are subject to special regulation and related to the 
protection of material cultural heritage objects;
Installation of security signs on tangible cultural heritage objects;
Monitoring of the status of cultural heritage objects.

Overview of conservation of 
cultural heritage sites



 Unsystematically realization of measures on introduction of 
cultural heritage objects in the state cadaster;

 Absence of risk assessment mechanism of cultural heritage;

 Absence of established policy, plan or process for managing 
disasters and climate change risks, integrated in existing national 
and local disaster preparedness and response mechanisms;

 Limited human resources and technical knowledge that meets 
international professional standards.

Key Challenges in protection of 
cultural heritage sites



THANK YOU!



Cultural Heritage 
and Resilience in 
Saudi Arabia

Challenges and 
Opportunities



CONTEXT
Assets and Institutions



• Al-Hijr (Madâin Sâlih) 

• At-Turaif, 
ad-Dir'iyah

• Rock Art in Ha’il

• Historic Jeddah

World Heritage Sites



SCTH

SCD

GAMEP

Regions and 
Municipalities

SASO

Saudi Commission for 
Tourism and National 

Heritage

Saudi Civil Defense

General Authority for 
Meteorology and 

Environment Protection

Saudi Standards, Metrology 
and Quality Organization

Institutional Mapping



STATUS QUO
Projects and Challenges



• Sakakah

•Dammam

• Tabuk

• Taif

Heritage-led Urban 
Regeneration

8 cities

• Abha

• Hail

• Buraidah

•Hofuf



• Natural and man-made 
hazards (floods, sand 
storms, demolition, 
etc.)

• Conflict of interests 
(between SCTH, 
owners, potential 
investors..) 

• Abandonment and degradation of 
heritage areas (and also disappearance 
of traditional building skills)



COMMUNITY

INVOLVEMENT
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• Direct 
investment

• Partnership

• Innovative 
solutions 
(lease, etc.)

Opportunities
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