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Estimated Time for Plastic to Biodegrade

Source: NOAA Woods Hole Sea Grant



Volumes of Plastic

 Production of Plastics will increase: 50% increase over 10 years projected 
(2015 – 2025)

 8 – 10 million metric tons plastic leaks globally into the ocean each year

 By 2025: 250 million metric tons of plastic in the ocean



Top 20 Countries Ranked by Mass of 
Mismanaged Plastic Waste in 2010

Table in million metric tons (MMT)

Source: Jambeck and al, 2015



Hot Spots: Where is Plastic Leaking From



Top Rivers at the Origin of Marine Litter

Rivers:

Source: Lebreton et al, 2017 and
Schmidt et al, 2017
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Growing Global Partnerships on Marine 
Plastic Debris

 UN Resolution on marine plastic waste (December, 2017)

 China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development 
(CCICED) 

 ASEAN, APEC, the World Economic Forum, GEF 

 Global MDTF on marine litter (Norway in the lead)

 Private corporations – getting on board



Going Forward

 Call for identification of hot spots as a stop-gap measure 

 Calls to increase the recycling content in packaging (50% of all plastics 
produced) in order to create better incentives for the formal and informal 
industries to capture plastic waste

 EU: draft ban on single-use plastic

 Calls for international binding resolution led by the UN with set targets 
(similar to ozone prevention, Montreal Protocol)

 Traditional land-based solutions to increase collection coverage, improve 
disposal, introduce and sustain treatment
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