Social and Environmental
Issues

The Socio-Economic
Dimensions of
Urban Transport
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Objectives

* Understand the socio-economic factors behind
inclusion and demand for urban transport

* Review inefficiencies in the provision of
accessible and inclusive urban transport

* Provide an overview of basic solutions for
fostering accessible and inclusive urban
transport

The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Socio-Economic Characteristics of
Travel Demand

* Household size as well as the gender, age and
role structure of household members affect the
number of trips made

Income affects choice of mode of transport and
where incomes are higher more discretionary
travel is made

Fare levels, quality of transport as well as urban-
rural transport linkages affect the travel behavior
of urban (and rural) people and the consumption
of transport

The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Lack of Access to Transport Can Lead
to Four Types Of Exclusion

. Spatial: Low density and financial viability
. Temporal: Infrequent or nonexistent service

. Personal: Individual characteristics (gender,
age, illness, or disability)

. Economic: Inability to pay for transport costs

The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Exclusion Impacts Travel Patterns and
Mobility

+ Users tend to be captive riders as they rely on:
— Walking as main mode of transport =
— Informal services and
— Non-Motorized forms of Transport

« Car-dependent systems isolate low income and
vulnerable social groups:

— Poor urban residents often face tradeoff among
residential location, travel distance, and travel mode

— Mobility trends vary by gender
— People with disability face environmental challenges

The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Eliminating Gender Inequality in
Transport

* Men and women have different socio-economic
roles
— Earning opportunities (jobs, markets)

— Household and domestic work (child-rearing;
resources and food)

— Access to social and health services

* Men and women also have different travel
patterns and mobility needs

* Transport planning does not typically address
gender differences, with consequences at the
household level and effects on economy

LUTP The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Women’s Travel Patterns and Mobility
Constraints in Urban Areas

Women mainly travel by foot
More diverse travel destinations and modal splits
Greater reliance on public transport

Peripheral low-income areas are poorly linked to
main transport routes and places of employment:

— Off-peak routes and multiple stops
— High transport costs

— Longer travel times and waits
Personal safety and harassment

Cultural constraints

The Socio-Economic Dimensions of Urban Transport (C7/M4)
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Women Rely on Public Transport to
Reach Multiple Destinations

Destination of Trips Using Public Transportation

4

[ Upper income males [ Lower income males

() Uppertocome females ) Lovver mcome mils |1 SOUTCE: Uses and attitudes among male and female users
of public transportation in Lima, 1997 Gomez, Lara (2000)
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